
AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please amend Claims 1-4 and 10-11; and add new Claims 14 and 15 as follows. 
The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application. 

Listing Of Claims 



1. (currently amended) An air -passage switching device for opening and 



closing^at leasf one)air passage , said air passage switching device comprising: 

"a sliding door that slides along an opening [[face]] o^Hhelair passage, the 

sliding door further comprising a film member that presses against an edge. soa l faco of 

/ * 

the opening and e nd fac e s of th e op e n i ng a grill member [[said]] the sliding door y 
including a door supporting the film member, the door having openings that allow a draft ^ 
pressure to pass therethrough and act on the film member; and ^ 

elastic pressing means that elastically presses the film member against 9> 
the edge s e al fac e s of the a i r passages opening and the e nd faces of tho opon i ngs; and °V 
grill members^ ; \® 

wherein a first a opening spac i ng d e f i n e d as a spacing between the door 1 

in a center of the air passage and the e nd fac e s of th e op e n i ng, sa i d door spac i ng b ei ng ^ 

at a contor of tho a i r passago a l ong an orthogona l diroction to tho s l iding d i rect i on of th o ^ 

sl i ding door, an odge sea l faco spacing dof i nod as a spac i ng b e tween sa i d odgo s o a l H 

facos at onds of tho a i r passag e and door, sa i d onds boing orthogona l to th e s li d i ng \ C 

diroction of tho sl i ding door, said opening spacing bo i ng l arger than sa i d odg o soal fac o ^ 

spac i ng grill member is egual to or greater than a second spacing between the edge of \1 
K 
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the opening and the door in an end portion of the air passage in a perpendicular }& 

A 

direction. 



2. (currently amended) An air passage switching device according to claim 
1 , wherein a maximum value of the op e n i ng first spacing is set to a range such that an 
amount of elastic compression of said elastic pressing means after assembly is at least 
0. 



3. (currently amended) An air passage switching device according to claim 
1, wherein the elastic pressing means comprises a plurality of slender elastic pressing 
means extending parallel with the sliding direction of the sliding door, said plurality of 
slender elastic pressing means disposed only in positions facing the edge s e al fac e s of 
the air passage opening and the e nd fac e s of th e open i ng grill member . 



passage 



4. (currently amended) An air passage switching device comprising: 

a sliding door which slides along an opening faces of - th e air passages a 
, |he^slidil^ 

a grill m e mb e rs ar e form e d on op e n i ng fac e s of th e air passag e s, para lle l 
w i th a slid i ng d i rect i on of tho slid i ng door member for dividing the opening of the 
passage into a plurality of openings ; 

wherein the sliding door comprises a film member that presses against an 
edge s e a l facos of the air passages opening and end fac^)of the grill members 
member , &a\4 the sliding door closing the a i r passag e s passage . &a\4 the sliding door 
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including a door plate supporting the film member, the sliding door including an elastic 
pressing means that elastically presses the film member against the edge soal fac o c of 
the a i r passag e s opening and an end fac^sj^f the grill m e mb e rs member ; 

wherein the door plate is provided with openings that allow a draft 
pressure to act on the film member; and 

wherein the elastic pressing means comprise a plurality of slender elastic 
pressing means extending parallel with the sliding direction of the sliding door, said 
elastic pressing means disposed only at positions facing the edge soa l facos of the aif 
passag e s opening and the end facos of the grill membors member . 



5. (original) An air passage switching device, for opening and closing air 
passages by means of a sliding door which slides along opening faces of the air 
passages, wherein: 

the sliding door comprises a film member, for pressing against edge seal 
faces of the air passages and closing the air passages, and a door plate supporting the 
film member; 

the door plate is provided with openings for allowing a draft pressure to act 
on the film member; and 

elastic pressing means for pressing the film member against the edge seal 
faces of the air passages with an elastic reaction is disposed between the film member 
and the door plate and are fixed to the film member. 
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6. (original) An air passage switching device according to claim 5, wherein 
the elastic pressing means is slender and extends parallel with the sliding direction of 
the sliding door. 

7. (original) An air passage switching device according to claim 5, wherein 
the elastic pressing means is plate shaped and substantially matches a shape of the 
film member. 

8. (original) An air passage switching device according to claim 5, wherein 
an amount of elastic compression of the elastic pressing means during assembly is set 
in a range of 0 to ±1 .5mm. 

9. (original) An air passage switching device according to claim 1, wherein 
the film member comprises a film base layer and a low-friction material layer provided 
on a side of the film base layer to slide over the edge seal faces and the end faces of 
the grill members. 

10. (currently amended) An air passage switching device according to C l a i m 
claim 1, further comprising an air conditioner having air passages that open and close 
with the sliding door for supplying air to a passenger compartment of the vehicle. 

11. (currently amended) An air passage switching device according to claim 
1, wherein said opening is at least two grill momb o r members formed in said air 
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passage, said grill members parallel with a sliding direction of the sliding door, said 
sliding door being a plate shaped door that slides from each of said two grill members to 
the other to selectively open one of said grill members and close another of said grill 
members. 

12. (original) An air passage switching device according to claim 1, wherein 
said door member supports said film member along a curved periphery, said opening 
having a curved periphery matching that of said film member. 

13. (previously presented) An air passage device according to claim 5, 
wherein said door plate supports said film member along a curved periphery, said 
openings having a curved matching that of said film member. 

14. (new) The air passage switching device according to claim 1, wherein a 
case dividing plane is formed proximate to and along the grill member. 

15. (new) The air passage switching device according to claim 4, wherein a 
case dividing plane is formed proximate to and along the grill member. 
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